Three types of past-tense verbsin Arabic

With respect to number of

4y Jga_ia

Jd
Recall that averb in Arabiciscaled aFe'l. Jad
Js L
Fa'il isthe doer of the action of the verb. It is mentioned after the verb and we put adamma on its last |etter.
(Examplein sentence 1 & 2 below is Muhammad).

4y Jo—rdis

A Maf’ ool bihi isaperson or object on which (or to which) the action of the verb is done upon by the Fa'il. We
put afatha on the last |etter of aword that is maf’ ool bihi. (Example of maf’ ool bihi in sentence two below is
al-magjida). Thenormistowritetheverb first, then the doer of theaction (Fa'il) with damma and after
that to write the maf’ ool bihi (the one to which the action is done upon) with fatha on itslast letter. Note
not all verbal sentences have maf’ ool bihi. Some have none (verb in sentence type one below), some other
verbs have one maf’ ool bihi (asin verb in sentence type two below) while only afew verbs have two maf’ ool
bihi (aswith the verb in sentence typethree below). How many of maf’ ool bihi come with averb depends on
the meaning of that verb and the meaning of the sentence you makewith that verb.
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Some examples with one verb of each of Type1&2
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More verbs & verba sentences

|ts meaning Number of Verb Number
Maf’ ool bihi
He went to .. None ) 1
He exited from .. None Ay 2
He sat down None ol 3
He returned from None ) 4
He looked at .. None —bd 5
He Slept None e 6
He stood up None al—d 7
He stopped None a8 8
He entered One BEENK 1
something (g/th)
He read s/th One 1,8 2
He wrote s/th One oS 3
He ate s/th One J—<1 4
He drank s/th One P 5
He praised One Iaa 6
someone
He understood One it 7
gth
He memorised sth One PENEEN 8
He boarded One X 9
(usually a
vehicle)
He heard One s 10
He saw s/th (with One s 11
eye) |
He believed sth Two s D 1
to be a g'th
He made s'th into Two J——a 2
s'th else/fmore
He questioned ... Two J L 3




Example sentences with new verbslisted above
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Example sentences of verbs that use
ONE
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Examples of sentences of verbs that use
TWO
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(Note: Thefollowing verb Ra aais dlightly different to the verb Ra aa above in that the one above uses one
maf’ ool bihi only and means “he saw (with eye)” whereas the verb Ra aa below uses two maf’ ool bihi and

means “he saw an opinion” or “held aview or belief”)
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